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Keeping your four-legged friends safe
during the holidays
From the Homes for Friendless Animals Newsletter

Some very wise dogs got 
together to compile a list of 
hol idays dangers for their 
humans. They wanted us to 
spread the word so all dogs can 
stay safe during the holidays. 

¥ Turkey and chicken bones 
splinter. We cannot have them!

¥ Just like humans, our 
consumption of extra treats is 
not a good thing. Be careful not 
to feed us too much, and tell 
your guests that feeding us is a 
no-no.

¥ We know that if we sit 
under the mistletoe we will get 
a kiss, but if it falls we will want 
to eat it and this can make us 
very sick. 

¥ DonÕt put ribbons around 
our necks. We feel silly, and we 
might choke. 

¥ Keep ornaments high on 
the tree. We love to play with 
balls, and a tree full of them is a 
big temptation, and we donÕt 
want you to get mad at us if we 
get one.

¥ Keep out water bowl full so 
we wonÕt drink that nasty 
preservative water in the tree 
stand. That stuff gives us upset 
stomachs.

¥ Tinsel looks shiny and 
pretty, but also tasty! It is a very 
bad thing for us to eat. 

¥ Keep pine needles off of 
the ßoor. You have no idea how 

much they hurt when they get 
stuck in our paws.

¥ Styrofoam is chewy and 
interesting, but we can choke on 
it very easily.

¥ All the pretty lights have 
cords that we can get tangled in, 
or zapped by, so try to keep 
them out of the way as much as 
possible.

We love this time of the year 
as much as you do, and we all 
want to have fun. Just keep these 
safety tips in mind, and this could 
be the best holiday season! 

Happy Holidays 
Everyone!

Welcome to the 
Þnal edition of the 
newsletter for 
2008! We hope 
everyone has had 
a wonderful time 
sharing the dog 
park with your 
four-legged 
friends, and we 
hope that 2009 
provides even 
more great 
experiences at 
Shamrock Park.
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Chloe Hitze in her holiday collar.
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So, What about Golden 
Retrievers?
  Anybody who knows me, knows  of my 
unconditional love and passion for Golden 
Retrievers! As  an owner of 2 beautiful Golden 
boys, I was so excited when Alicia asked me 
to write an article about the breed.
  The Þrst Golden that captured my heart was 
my Marty-Moose. He was a GIANT, loving, 
energetic, outgoing and kind Golden boy who 
was always happy and smiling. I tragically lost 
him to Lymphoma at the young age of 5.  
 That was  when I discovered GRRACE 
(Golden Retriever Rescue and Community 
Education) and found Skylar, who wagged his 
beautiful blonde tail, smiled at me with his 
sweet face and Òchinese eyesÓ, and wiggled 
his  way into my heart. SkylarÕs entire story is 
on the GRRACE.org website, under ÒSuccess 
StoriesÓ in 2005.
  Jetson was also a rescue dog, and came to 
live me as my one and only attempt at 
Fostering Òfor the weekendÓÉ that was in 
2007É.  The day I brought him home , Skylar 
met us at the door and it just seemed like he 
took one look at Jetson and said ÒHEY! YouÕre 
a Golden too! You wanna go play?Ó They have 

not stopped playing since that day. When 
Skylar streaks around the yard, full speed, 
ßuffy blonde tail and feathers  ßying, I think he 
looks like Òjoy in motionÓ!
  I think Goldens are gorgeous dogs and even 
more irresistible as  puppies.  I mean, seriously! 
How can anyone resist that face?!? This 
appears to be a popular attitude which 
contributes to the large number of ÔteenageÕ 
and adult Goldens dropped at shelters.  
Suddenly, they are a fairly large dog with a lot 
of energy to burn off and are no longer that 
lovable little golden teddy bear.  More people 
need to take the time to research the breed 
they are interested in to determine if the needs 
and temperament of that breed meets  the 
commitment that person is  able to give, and as 
a result, there would be less dogs in shelters. 
  The Golden Retriever originated in Great 
Britain where it was bred to retrieve birds  for 

To learn more about adopting a rescued 
Golden Retriever, please go to GRRACEÕs- 
Golden Retriever Rescue and Community 
Edcuation- website at: www.GRRACE.org

GRRACE is located out of Indianapolis 
Indiana and has worked tirelessly placing 
Golden Retrievers in their forever homes 
around Central Indiana. 

Breed Spotlight: 
Golden Retrievers
Lovingly Submitted by Cyndi Bodin
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Happy Faces of 
Goldens 
These are just a few of 
the happy faces seen 
on Golden Retrievers. If 
youÕre considering 
adopting a Golden 
Retriever, make sure 
you do your research to 
Þnd out if they are the 
right dog for you!

!!
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hunters. Although still used as an 
efÞcient bird dog, today the Golden 
excels as  a family companion. 
According to Wikipedia, the 
G o l d e n R e t r i e v e r w a s  Þ r s t 
developed in the British Isles, 
probably from crosses between a 
yellow Flat-Coated Retriever, light-
coated Tweed Water Spaniels, 
other spaniels, setters  and even 
the Newfoundland and possibly the 
Bloodhound. In fact the breed was 
Þrst shown as a Golden Flat-Coat. 
These dogs were developed in the 
late 1800's and were Þrst exhibited 
in 1908.!
  Golden Retrievers  usually generally 
range from 20 to 24 inches tall at the 
shoulder, weigh from 55 to 80 
pounds, and their life expectancy is 
generally 10 to 12 years. Goldens 
normally have a broad head, with a 
tapering, but wide, powerful !muzzle, 
which has a ÒscissorsÓ bite and a 
clear frontal stop. They have a gentle 
mouth and will rarely snap or bite 
and are especially patient with 
children.! Their nose is  black, and 
their kind brown eyes  have dark rims. 
They have medium size ears, a 
muscular neck and thighs, and a 
broad chest. Their tail is long, but not 
curled. 
  Goldens  are well mannered and 
intelligent dogs. !  They are easily 
trained, loyal, conÞdent, sweet and 
eager to please.!  They thrive on 
human contact and can become 
mischievous  if left alone for long 
per iods o f t ime. ! The Golden 
Retriever needs daily exercise to 
keep them happy. They enjoy long 
walks and like to retrieve balls and 
other toys. It is  best not to overfeed 
them, as they tend to put on weight.
  The Golden Retriever is  a beautiful, 
sturdy, well-proportioned dog with a 
feathered, medium-length, cream to 
golden-colored coat. Although the 
coat is  not supposed to be red, there 
are many beautiful ÔreddishÕ Golden 
Retrievers, like Jetson! They have a 
water-repellent outer coat and dense 
undercoat. The smooth, medium 
length double coat is easy to groom. 
They should be regularly combed 
and brushed with a Þrm bristle brush, 

paying particular 
a t tent ion to the 
dense undercoat. 
They are an average 
shedder and can be 
Ôdry shampooedÕ 
regularly, but should 
b e b a t h e d o n l y 
when necessary.
 G o l d e n s h a v e 
s p e c i Þ c h e a l t h 
problems, and are 
unfortunately prone 
to hip dysplasia, 
congenital eye defects, heart 
problems and certain types  of 
cancer. It is  important to check the 
parents  OFA and CERF certiÞcation 
when possible. Skin allergies, 
sometime seen as ÒHot SpotsÓ are 
common in Goldens and require 
immediate veterinary attention. A hot 
spot starts  because something 
i r r i t a t e s , i t c h e s , o r c a u s e s 
inßammation of the dog's skin. In 
cases of itching, the dog rubs, licks, 
or chews the site and exacerbates 
the problem. These sores can 
develop into severe problems  in as 
short a time as an hour or two. The 
best action is prevention. Keep your 
dog free of ßeas. Groom and bathe 
your dog as necessary to keep the 
hair coat in good condition. Limit 
sources of irritation to the best of 
your ability. If allergies are a problem 
for your dog, work with the vet to 
control the itching they cause. 
Though these measures may not 
prevent hot spots  in all dogs, they 
will certainly help in many cases.
  The Golden is  one of the world's 
foremost family companion dogs.  As 
far as temperament, these are 
lovable, well-mannered, intelligent 
dogs with a great charm. They are 
easily trained, and always  patient 
and gentle with children. They are 
loyal, conÞdent, sweet, eager to 
please, act ive, loving and an 
outstanding family dog. ! 
  As they are friendly with everyone, 
including other dogs, the Golden 
Retriever has very little, if any, 
guarding instincts. While unlikely to 
attack, Goldens  make excellent 
watchdogs and will loudly signal a 

s t r a n g e r ' s a p p ro a c h . 
Goldens love pleasing their people, 
so obedience training can be fun! 
Many o f the top obed ience 
competition dogs  in the country are 
Goldens. This  breed needs to be 
around people to be happy. 
  The Golden Retriever may 
become mischievous  and/or high-
s t rung , over-exuberan t and 
distractible if he is lacking in daily 
mental and physical exercise. 
These dogs need for their owners 
to remain Þrm, but calm, conÞdent, 
and a consistent pack leader to 
avoid behavioral issues.
    Some of the Golden's  talents are 
retrieving, agility, competitive 
obedience, and performing tricks. 
They have an excellent nose and 
are frequently used for hunting and 
tracking, as  well as narcotics 
detection.
  Because of their great desire to 
please, and their capacity for love 
and learning, the Golden Retriever 
is also used as  a guide for the 
blind, a therapy dog, a service dog 
for the disabled, and a rescue dog. 
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ÒGoldens are well-
mannered, and 
intelligent dogs. 
They are easily 
trained, loyal, 
confident, sweet 
and eager to 
please.Ó

Cyndi Bodin

!

!

http://www.dogbreedinfo.com/articles/whybaddog.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.dogbreedinfo.com/articles/dogwalk.htm%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.dogbreedinfo.com/articles/dogwalk.htm%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.dogbreedinfo.com/articles/dogwalk.htm%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.dogbreedinfo.com/articles/dogwalk.htm%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.dogbreedinfo.com/training.htm%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.dogbreedinfo.com/training.htm%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.dogbreedinfo.com/caught/baddog/caughtmain.htm%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.dogbreedinfo.com/caught/baddog/caughtmain.htm%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.dogbreedinfo.com/articles/whybaddog.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Keep your best friends comfortable 
and safe during the cold weather 
with these simple tips:  

1. Keep your cat inside. Outdoors, 
felines can freeze, become lost or be 
stolen, injured or killed.  Cats who 
are allowed to stray are exposed to 
infectious diseases, including rabies, 
from other cats, dogs and wildlife.

2. During the winter, outdoor cats 
sometimes sleep under the hoods of 
cars. When the motor is started, the 
cat can be injured or killed by the fan 
belt.  If there are outdoor cats in 
your area, bang loudly on the car 
hood before starting the engine to 
give the cat a chance to escape.

3. Never let your dog off the leash on 
snow or ice, especially during a 
snowstormÑdogs can lose their 
scent and easily become lost.  More 
dogs are lost during the winter than 
during any other season, so make 
sure yours always wears ID tags.

4. Thoroughly wipe off your dog's 
legs and stomach when he comes in 
out of the sleet, snow or ice .  He can 
ingest salt, antifreeze or other 
potentially dangerous chemicals 
while licking his paws, and his paw 
pads may also bleed from snow or 
encrusted ice.

5. Never shave your dog down to the 
skin in winter, as a longer coat will 
provide more warmth . When you 
bathe your dog in the colder 
months, be sure to completely dry 
him before taking him out for a walk. 
Own a short-haired breed?  
Consider getting him a coat or 
sweater with a high collar or 
turtleneck with coverage from the 

base of the tail to the belly.  For 
many dogs, this is regulation winter 
wear.

6. Never leave your dog alone in a 
car during cold weather .  A car can 
act as a refrigerator in the winter, 
holding in the cold and causing the 
animal to freeze to death.

7. Puppies do not tolerate the cold 
as well as adult dogs, and may be 
difÞcult to housebreak during the 
winter. If your puppy appears to be 
sensitive to the weather, you may 
opt to paper-train him inside. If your 
dog is sensitive to the cold due to 
age, illness or breed type, take him 
outdoors only to relieve himself.

8. Does your dog spend a lot of time 
engaged in outdoor activities?   
Increase his supply of food, 
particularly protein, to keep himÑ
and his furÑin tip-top shape.

9. Like coolant, antifreeze is a lethal 
poison for dogs and cats.  Be sure to 
thoroughly clean up any spills from 
your vehicle, and consider using 
products that contain propylene 
glycol rather than ethylene glycol.  
Visit the ASPCA Animal Poison 
Control Center more information.

10. Make sure your companion 
animal has a warm place to sleep, off 
the ßoor and away from all drafts.  A 
cozy dog or cat bed with a warm 
blanket or pillow is perfect.

Top 10 Cold Weather Tips from the
ASPCA
Taken from ASPCA  http://www.ASPCA.com
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What is your New YearÕs resolution 
to your dog?  WeÕd love to hear it! 
Please send your name, your dogÕs 
name, and your New YearÕs 
Resolution to:
DPAGLnews@gmail.com .

As the new year approaches, itÕs time that everyone 
looks back and reßects on what they enjoyed about 2008 
and what theyÕd like to see happen differently in 2009. The 
Dog Park Association  has a few resolutions that they have 
made to their dogs to be better about in 2009!  LetÕs hope 
that these resolutions stick, because donÕt our dogs deserve 
it?

ÒI will spend more time brushing my fur kids, keeping 
their their nails clipped, and the ears clean.Ó- Cyndi Bodin

ÒMy new years resolution for my dogs  is to enforce 
more discipline and control the chaos! Ò- Kim Hitze

ÒI am going to try to get my dogs on a more regular 
schedule, especially for walks and bedtimes.Ó-Alicia Haley

ÒArrow and I have started taking a walk around our 
neighborhood every evening and will continue to do so as 
a New Years Resolution. It is our Neighborhood Watch 
effort and we pick trash up on the sidewalk also.Ó-Tracy 
Walder

New YearÕs Resolutions
to Our Dogs
By Dog Park Association of Greater Lafayette Board
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CRAN-APPLE COOKIES
Ingredients

2 cups!!!! Whole Wheat Flour
1 cup !! !! Oatmeal
3/4 cup!!! Milk
1/2 cup!!! Fresh Apples (minced)
1/4 cup!!! Cranberries (minced)

Method

1!!! Mix together the whole-wheat flour and 
oatmeal.
2!!! Stir the milk into the ßour mixture.
3!!! Add minced apples and cranberries
4!!! Place dough on ßoured counter and roll out, 
about 1/2 inch thick.
5 !! Cut into shapes with desired cookie cutter or 

mold into rounds and place on ungreased cookie 
sheet.
6.!!! Bake at 350 degrees F for 25 - 35 minutes, or 
until cookies are golden brown and Þrm.

PEANUT BUTTER BITES

Ingredients

4 cups!!!! Rice Flour
1 cup!!!!!! Peanut Butter
1 cup ! ! ! Water

Method

1 !! Mix together all ingredients.
2 !! Slowly blend to form a stiff  dough.
3 !! Drop tablespoons of dough onto cookie sheet
4 !! Bake at 350 for 15 minutes until crisp.! Let cool 
on cookie sheet.

PARMESAN CRISPS

Ingredients

6 oz!!!!!!! Parmesan Cheese (grated)
3/4 cup!! Fresh Parsley (chopped)
1 cup ! !! Cornmeal
1/2 cup ! Chicken Stock

Method

1 !! Blend all ingredients together.
2 !! Drop tablespoons of  the mixture onto greased 
cookie sheet.
3 !! Bake at 375 for 10 minutes, or until cheese melts  
and becomes!crisp. 

Yummy Cookie Recipes
for your Dogs
While youÕre busy baking delicious holiday cookies for 
your friends and family, why not try out a few of  these 
recipes for the four-legged friends in your life. All of  
these recipes are canine tested and approved!

LIVER BROWNIES

Ingredients

1/2 cup !! Whole Wheat Flour
2! ! ! ! ! !!    Eggs
1 1/2 lb !! Liver (beef)

Method

1 !! Puree all ingredients together in a food 
processor.
2 !! Pour into a greased 9-inch square pan.
3 !! Bake at 350 for 30 minutes, or until mixture 
springs back when touched.
4 !! Cut into shapes and store in the refrigerator.
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Looking for the Perfect
Present for a Dog Lover?

How about a membership to Shamrock 
Park Dog Park? For $60, this is the gift that can 
keep on giving throughout the year. Head over 
to Buckles at their 4th Street location to 
purchase your membership. Please note there 
will be a $5 convenience fee if  purchased at 
Buckles.  Or you can print out the forms found 
at our website, and send them in. Your friend, 
and their four-legged friends will thank you!

Memorial Benches are 
Available for Sponsor.
     We all love the benches that are available for 
our comfort at the dog park. Would you like to 
see more benches installed? Dog park members 
have the opportunity to sponsor a bench. The 
cost to sponsor a bench is $600, which includes 
the bench, installation by the park staff,  and an 
engraved plaque to be attached to each bench. 
Please contact Tracy at dpagldoo@gmail.com 
if  you are interested in sponsoring one of  these 
memorial benches.  

Adopt-A-Spot for DPAGL
At Shamrock Park.

The Dog Park Association is looking to turn 
the blank ßower bed by the entrance of  the 
Shamrock Park into an ÒAdopt-A-SpotÓ 
location. The Parks department is currently 
looking into getting a sign across the road to 
announce that the Dog Park Association of  
Greater Lafayette is taking care of  that area. If  
anyone is interested in participating in the 
ÒAdopt-A-SpotÓ project at Shamrock Park, 
please contact Tracy at dpagldoo@gmail.com. 

Stay Tuned For Upcoming
Events at the Dog Park.

2009 promises to be another great year for 
the dog park. It will be even more successful 
with the participation of  all of  our members. 
Please keep a look out for upcoming events and 
meetings that will be happening in 2009. We 
hope to see you there!

Kibbles and Bits
Miscellaneous News from the Dog Park
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Dogs Out 
Enjoying the 
Snow.
ThereÕs nothing 
quite as 
humorous as 
watching our fur-
babies romp and 
roll through the 
snow. 

If  you have any questions, comments or suggestions for the newsletter, please email 
DPAGLnews@gmail.com ! WeÕd love to hear from you!

mailto:DPAGLnews@gnail.com
mailto:dpagldoo@gmail.com
mailto:dpagldoo@gmail.com
mailto:dpagldoo@gmail.com
mailto:dpagldoo@gmail.com
mailto:DPAGLnews@gnail.com

